
 

The purpose of the National Honor Society (NHS) is to recognize and promote scholarship, 
service, leadership and character in American high schools. The NHS functions as an 
organization with individual and group service projects. In addition to quarterly meetings, 

members participate in activities including a fall food drive, bake sale, blood drive, a 
fundraiser and the annual Gillette Walk-a-thon. Each member is also expected to complete 
a minimum of 50 hours of volunteer service during their NHS tenure. Students eligible to 

apply for NHS are those juniors with a cumulative grade point average of 3.65 and above. 
Eligible students will receive a letter after first semester of their junior year inviting them to 

seek membership into the Hastings chapter of NHS. In order for eligible students to be 
considered for NHS membership, they will complete the NHS Student Information Form. 
This form calls for students to provide information regarding involvement in activities, 

leadership positions, and volunteer service. In addition, students will complete an essay 
pertaining to one of the four pillars of NHS. Students must sign the form and include a 

signature from a parent or guardian. No late forms will be accepted. Parents and students 
must understand that no student has a right to be selected for membership to NHS. 
Each staff member is given a list of students who are seeking membership to NHS. Staff 

members are asked to address possible concerns regarding the students and their 
candidacy. These forms are returned to the NHS advisor who compiles the concerns and 
presents them to the faculty council.  

The faculty council consists of 5 faculty members and the NHS advisors. The NHS 
advisors are non-voting members. The principal does not serve on the faculty council.  The 

principal does have the right to review and approve the list of candidates after the selection 
process is complete. 
The faculty council reviews the staff feedback lists and each Student Information Form. 

The faculty council determines membership for the National Honor Society by a majority 
vote of the council for each student. 

Chapters are not obligated to share information concerning specific students not selected 
for membership into the NHS. The principal may listen to concerns from students (and /or 
parents) not selected. Following such discussions, if the principal believes a technical error 

was made, the principal may ask the faculty council to reconvene to review the situation. 
Technical errors might include the inadvertent omission of a name from the list of eligible 
students. In the absence of specific evidence to the contrary, however, the principal must 

assume that the members of the council are exercising their discretion in a legitimate 
manner.  

Once students have been inducted into the NHS, there are requirements to maintain 
membership. Failure to maintain a 3.65 grade point average and/or complete the required 
number of service hours will result in the student being placed on probation or considered 

for dismissal from NHS. Violations of school rules or the law do not require a 
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warning/probationary period and members may be considered for dismissal from NHS. 
Students do have a right to due process through the faculty council. The faculty council 

will review all possible violations and make recommendations for appropriate disciplinary 
action which can include dismissal. The principal will hear all appeals for disciplinary 

matters for the chapter. Seniors failing to meet requirements or who have been dismissed 
from NHS will not wear the white stole during the commencement ceremony or have a 
diploma embellished with the NHS seal. 

 
This chapter policy was reviewed by the National Association of Secondary School 
Principals, National Honor Society program division, in May of 2016. 
 


